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epics, different heroes, and different episodes.   Very often the hero
of one is the foe cf the other, and likewise their victories and defeats
overlap.11    In a speech  before the special  Pakistan session of the
Punjab Muslim Students' Federation on March 2,  1941, he retorted
pugnaciously to the argument that Muslims in India were Hindus at one
time, and it is fantastic that conversion to a religion means conversion
to a nationality:    " Have you not got eyes to see and don't you have
brains to understand that an Englishman, if he changes his religion in
England, he, by changing his religion, still remains a member of the
same society, with the same culture, the same social life, and every-
thing remains exactly the same when an  Englishman changes his
faith ?   But can't you see that a Muslim, when he was converted,
granted that he was converted more than a thousand years ago, the
bulk of them, then according to your Hindu religion and philosophy,
he becomes an outeaste and a Mlcchha, and the Hindu ceased to have
anything to do with him socially,  religiously, and culturally, or in
any other way ? ... It is now more than a thousand years that the
bulk of the Muslims have lived in a different world, in a different
society, in a  different philosophy and a different faith.   Can you
possibly compare this with the nonsensical talk that mere change of
faith is no ground for a demand for Pakistan ?   Can't you see the
fundamental difference ? . . ,"7

Issues that were by no means frivolous, and demands which in
spite of a certain crudity in expression touched the heart-strings of
Muslim India, needed therefore to be understood and appraised by a
serious mental effort which unfortunately was not forthcoming. The
result was bickering and mounting mutual suspicion, and the gulf
between Congress and the League continued to widen, to the unconceal-
ed rejoicing of the British intruder who flourished on intra- Indian dif-
ferences. The Hindu Mahasabha forged ahead, and its permanent pre-
sident, V.D. Savarkar, spoke militantly of Hindus as a nation, of India
as " the abode of the Hindu nation ", Hindustan being " the land of
the Hindus", where Muslims, only "territorially Indians", would have
the rights of citizenship but must agree to live as a minority, in the
position of subordinate co-operation with the Hindu nation.s K. M.
Munshi was allowed by Gandhiji to resign from the Congress and start
a short-lived movement for Akhand Hindustan. The Congress lead-
ership, of course, never went so far, but at successive meetings during

7  "Eecent Speeches and Writings of Mr. Jinnah" pp. 153, 218.
8 Savaikar's speech, at the Calcutta session of the Hindu Mahasabha, Dec. 19S9,
was printed as a pamphlet and is revealing reading.